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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic conditions of farmers
(2) the processing and opinions about mangosteen processing (3) knowledge about production of
mangosteen processing (4) extension needs in mangosteen processing (5) problems and suggestions
in the extension of mangosteen processing. The population of this study was 354 mangosteen
production farmers in the area of Khao Phra sub-district, Rattaphum district, Songkhla province who had
registered as farmers with the department of agricultural extension in 2021. The sample size of 130
people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.07% and simple random
sampling method. Data were collected by conducting interview and were analyzed by using statistics such
as frequency, percentage, minimum value ,maximum value, mean and standard deviation,. The result of
the research revealed that (1) most of the farmers (53.1%) were female with the average age of 54.92
years old. They had the average experience in mangosteen farming of 14.19 years, the average
mangosteen production area was 1.57 Rai, 91.5% of farms had cultivated mixed fruits, and the average
labor in the agricultural sector was 2.49 years. 69.2% of farmers had their own funding. (2) Regarding
mangosteen product processing, it showed that 3.8% made sugar-boil mangosteen puree and 1.5 % made
mangosteen charcoal. For the opinion on factors affecting the product processing, it stated that the scrub
gel product mixed with mangosteen extracts ranked number one. Factors affecting the processing
included complicated method, insufficient equipment, lack of funding, insufficient materials and labor
respectively. (3) Farmers had knowledge about product processing at the low level with the first ranking
on the list of knowledge on sugar-boil mangosteen puree and the last ranking on the list of knowledge in
mangosteen rice crust. (4) Farmers wanted to receive the extension at the high level: extensionists and
knowledge transfer from agricultural extension officer, extension channel and knowledge learning from
You tube, training and agriculture leader and the product that need to extension were mangosteen juice,
sugar-boil mangosteen puree and mangosteen charcoal. (5) Farmers faced with the problems in the lack
of processing knowledge, lack of continuity in the extension and support from related agencies and lack
of farmers aggregation respectively. Suggestions would be for the related agencies to come in and give
continuous extension and support in order for farmers to have knowledge in product processing and set

up the agricultural products hub.

Keywords: Extension, Mangosteen processing, Mangosteen
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